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Ensuring that students with disabilities receive reliable
transportation is a critical. This checklist is designed to help
school districts, special education teams, and transportation
leaders navigate the process of assessing, documenting,
and implementing transportation services in a student’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP).

By following these steps, districts can ensure compliance with the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), create safe and
accessible transportation solutions, and support equitable access
to education.

€) Assembie the [EP Team
» Parents/guardians
» Special education and general education teachers
> School district representative (with decision-making authority)
» Transportation personnel (to assess and implement services)

> Therapists or specialists (as needed, such as occupational therapists, behavioral specialists, or medical professionals)

Outcome: A well-rounded team that can assess and support transportation needs effectively.

e Identify Student Transportation Needs
> Evaluate mobility needs (wheelchair access, safety harmesses, adapted vehicles)
» Consider medical requirements (seizures, diabetes, medication access)
> Assess sensory sensitivities (noise reduction, structured routines)
> Determine behavioral or emotional considerations (trained monitor, predictable schedule)

» Document all transportation challenges and required accommodations

Outcome: A clear understanding of the student’s specific transportation needs.
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e Determine Eligibility for IEP Transportation
» Decide if transportation is necessary for the student to access a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)
> Identify any supplementary aids or services needed (e.g., safety harness, monitor, specialized vehicle)

> Consider the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)—can the student use regular transport with
modifications, or is alternative transportation required

Outcome: A decision on whether transportation should be included in the IEP.

o Document Transportation in the IEP
> Specify type of transportation (regular bus with modifications, specialized vehicle, alternative transportation)
> Define frequency and duration of transportation services
> List necessary accommodations (wheelchair lift, trained aide, sensory supports)
> Assign responsible parties (district provider, external vendor, transportation coordinator)

> Establish a review and modification process to adjust services as needed

Outcome: A legally binding IEP transportation plan ensuring compliance and student accessibility.

e Implement & Monitor Services
» Coordinate logistics with transportation teams
> Assign trained drivers, aides, or behavioral support personnel
» Maintain consistent routes and driver assignments to support student stability
> Establish a communication plan between transportation staff, parents, and educators

> Monitor for any issues or new needs requiring adjustments
Outcome: Safe, reliable, and effective transportation for the student.
G Review & Update Annually
> Conduct a yearly evaluation of transportation effectiveness
> Determine if services should be adjusted based on student progress or changing needs

» Ensure continued compliance with IDEA and school district policies

» Modify the IEP transportation plan as needed to reflect current requirements

Outcome: A flexible, responsive transportation plan that evolves with the student.
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